- he rasp, a 14-inch piece of
metal, is the most used cut-
ting tool in the farrier’s box.

Here are some useful tips for using it
with ease and accuracy.

by Robert Peacock

To understand how to use it, one
must understand how the rasp is
constructed for cutting. Most horse
rasps have a coarse tooth (rasp) side
(Figure 2) and a finish (file) side
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Figure 1. The finish side of a rasp.
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\ E Figure 2. The coarse footh side of a rasp.

{Figure 1). The tang, or pointed end
(A), accommodates a handle, and the
opposite, or butt, end (B) is rounded
or flat. The handled tang is used to
push the rasp; the butt end is used to
guide or pull the rasp,

On the file {finish) side, cuts are
made in opposite directions to get a
cutting edge (D). High-tech precision
machinery is used to get a particular
pattern. Keeping this pattern in
mind is helpful when pushing and
pulling a rasp across a horse’s hool.
The hoof is addressed by sections—
the heel, the quarters, and the toe.

The coarse tooth (rasp) side is also
cut in a unique pattern (C). One row
of teeth is offset by the next row.
There are generally six to eight teeth
in a row. The teeth form rows
straight across the rasp (C) and also
diagonally across the rasp (F).

If the rasp is used keeping these
patterns in mind, more accurate
work can be done quickly and easily.
A rasp pattern is like the old kitchen
graters used for cutting slaw. An easy
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Using a Rasp

way to use a rasp is left to right
straight across the hoof (Photo 1),
but it is also an easy way to get into
trouble (as in cutting down the quay-
ters, etc.). Some farriers one-hand
rasp (Photo 2) to clean up hoof
edges.

The system I have found most effi-
cient involves a four-way paitern
(Figure 3). Always push with the
handle end and pull and guide with
the butt end, as shown in Photos
3-6. Notice this pattern stays away

from the quarters. By moving the
butt end of the rasp in the semicircu-
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SHETLAND MANUFACTURING CO. « P.O. Box 23683 « Portland, OR 97223 USA « 1-800-438-FELT

Cirdle reader service card no. 139

RACER® Woven
Rim Pads

This Is the pad fartiets and Yrainers are talking about.

« Comprised of WOVEN woal, they are not affected by malsture.
= Absorbs 759.2.1bs of shock, cimost 1/3 of the foad.

» Ran over 1,800 miles in Iab tests without falure.

o Will not crush down allowing ndils to loosen.

« Helps keep healthy horses hedithy and disecsed horses hedl.

Simply the best choice for performance horses!

BLANKS

Now Avaiiable Punched
QUICK AND EASY —

AR SHOE

“No welds too make — No welds to break”

lar motion, piveting off the handle,
you will find it easier to cut with any
rasp. As with a saw blade, the rasp
only cuts in one direction (F}. With
one extra cut left (F left) and right (F
right} on the coarse tooth side, you
can use this side as a grater. Move
the rasp left to right, pushing and
pulling in a semicircle with a lifting,
floating action.

These tips should give anyone bet-
ter results in a short period of time.
The vasp is a most importani part of
shoeing a horse—learn how to use it
correctly. &

We

manufacture

America’'s Finest
ANVILS and GAS
FORGES . .. Featuring

115 Ib. anvil; full line of single
Cannonsturg, MI

sas/snegs:‘ MANKEL
BLAGKSMITH SHOP

or double-burner gas forges.
43317
Circle reader service card no. 129

POTOMAC - +ias
AIRGAS Farrier Supplies
. « Breckenridge * Diamond
David May  +Capewell + Kerckhaert
* Cooper * St. Croix
* Delta * Victory

13801 Lee Highway * Gainesvilie, VA 22065
Tel.: {703) 471-4320 Fax: (703) 754-8061

Circle reader service card no. 245

E d Straight B : : '
sgmaswaignoer GIFT CERTIFICATES
i I DL N
a2 0 3 00 or i xtr. FROM $250
Heart Bar  14.95
Stall Jack TO $50 - _
« Designed for 3/4 inch Stock and Wide Web Aluminum o
Shoes AFA DAYTONA BEACH

* 17 inch Tripod Base
* Two Spreading Bars with Leveling Bar on the Face

$160
Halverson Horseshoe Supply

2466 W. 253rd St., Lomita, CA 90717 (213} 325-7600

Circle reader service card no. 111

Dealer Inquiries invited

If your dealer doesn’t carry
our shoes, feel free to order direct.

CONVENTION .
February 1992

(must be present to win)
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